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Facilitative Strategies of Teaching and Learning Arabic Sounds for
Non-Arabic Speaker
Beginner Level as a Case Study
Hamid EL Batri
Abde rrahman Bouchkafa

Mohammed V University, Rabat, Morocco.
Abstract

In this paper, we seek to identify strategies of teaching and learning Arabic sounds. This is because sounds stand as an
organic element in all languages. In learning Arabic, learner is found to write letters correctly, but when it comes to
pronouncing sounds, numerous mistakes arise. The reasons of this challenge lie in the strategies learner implements to use
his/her L1 sounds, his/her lack of awareness of L2 specifics, and spontaneous strategies adopted by the teacher. Therefore, it
is our contention that the implemented strategies should be analytically studied, along with the need to suggest remedies to
weak practices of treating Arabic sounds.

In this vein, contrastive analysis functions as a powerful element in the understanding of similarities and differences
between learner’s L1 and L2. It also proposes training exercises to appropriately perceive and produce sounds. Regarding this
applied linguistic issue, a number of questions are addressed, among them: what are the autonomous strategies used by non-
Avrabic-native learners to acquire sounds? What are those of the teacher? What are Arabic sounds that hold difficult for
learners? And what are the alternative strategies to overcome such phonetic and phonological difficulties?.

To answer these questions, we adopt the analytical descriptive method as well as the empirical method. The former aims
at describing and analyzing the strategies used in classrooms by learners and teachers; while the latter seeks to investigate the
effectiveness of the alternatives. Finally, the main objective of this work is to contribute to the field of Arabic as a foreign
language with highly recommended strategies — for both teacher and learner - in order to overcome the challenges learners
confront when dealing with Arabic sounds.

Keywords: Strategy, teaching, learning, Arabic sounds, non-Arabic speaker, contrastive analysis..
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